
POSSUM POST

Shire Office Hours
Mon - Fri    8:30am  - 4:00pm *

*except public holidays
Please note the Shire office will be CLOSED for

business during the below periods:

Shire Administration will be closed 21 May 2026
from 8.30am to 9.30am

The next PDA Day is: 07 May 2026

SHIRE OF GOOMALLING EDITION 2026-08 23-04-2026

This publication has been prepared and published by the Shire of Goomalling. Its purpose is to keep the
Community and visitors informed of local events and activities. Publications will be issued fortnightly on a
Friday and will be made available electronically via Shire website and links on our facebook page.  Hard copies
will be made available at Goomalling Post Office and The Village Grocer.  We welcome contributions from
Community and Sporting Groups of ‘goings on’ in the Shire of Goomalling.  Shire of Goomalling will continue
to publish the newsletter G’Day Goomalling on a quarterly basis.

NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
Ordinary Council Meeting

20 May 2026 5.00pm
Note: The deadline for submitting Agenda Items for

this meeting is 4.30pm on Tuesday, 05 May 2026

The barn at historical Slater Homestead
provided the backdrop to celebrate past
and new Elected Members on  Saturday,
11 April 2026.

The event was led by, Shire President, Julie
Chester who, on behalf of the Shire of
Goomalling, acknowledged the efforts and
service of past Elected Members:

Mr. Barry Haywood - 22 Years
Mrs. Christine Barratt - 8 Years 
Mr. Mark Ashton - 4 Years

and provided an official welcome to newly
Elected Members: 

Cr Graham Chester
Cr John Gibbons
Cr Karen McGill

 



Welcome to
our new
Citizens

On 15 April 2026 Shire of
Goomalling was honoured to
warmly welcome new
Australian citizens Elaine
O’Hehir and Katey Hanlon.

Elaine and Katey have chosen
to make Australia and more
particularly Goomalling their
home.

Shire President, 
Cr Julie Chester

presided over the
ceremony which was
attended by Lachlan
Hunter MP Member

for Central
Wheatbelt, Elected

Members and
Executive Shire staff











Main Roads WA 24/7 Customer Information 138 138
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Scan the QR code to visit Main Roads Website 









Young People Lead the Charge in 
Designing Goomalling’s New Youth Space

The Shire of Goomalling has taken an important step forward in the development of its Recreation Master Plan,
hosting a dedicated Youth Consultation Workshop at the Goomalling Town Hall on 16 April 2026.
Twenty young people aged 12–17 participated in the workshop, providing valuable insight into what they believe a
future youth space should include. Their enthusiasm and thoughtful contributions demonstrated a strong desire to
be actively involved in shaping community facilities that reflect their needs.
During the session, participants reviewed the 2017 concept plan and assessed its relevance today. They then
contributed new ideas by adding their vision to the “Dream Wall” and voting on the elements they felt were most
important for a modern youth precinct. The top priorities identified were a basketball court, skatepark, and youth
chill space.
In a significant show of civic engagement, twelve young people also volunteered to join a future focus group that will
work directly with architects and design professionals during the detailed planning phase.
Six Shire Councillors attended the workshop, observing firsthand the passion, creativity, and commitment of local
young people. Their involvement reinforced the message that youth voices are present, active, and deserving of
meaningful consideration in community planning.
The Department of Lands, Planning and Heritage is currently assessing the proposed road closure and rezoning
required to incorporate the youth space into the Goomalling Recreation Ground. Once approvals are finalised, the
Shire will progress to detailed planning for the youth precinct, as well as revised entry and exit points and parking
arrangements for the Goomalling Recreation Ground and Gumnuts Early Learning Centre, which will be affected by
the road closure.
The Shire extends its thanks to all young participants for their leadership and looks forward to continuing this
collaborative approach as planning advances.







The Goomalling Community Op Shop has had an exciting start to the year, with a wave of new visitors and growing
recognition for the incredible work our volunteers do.

Recently, the Op Shop was featured in the RAC Horizon Magazine, and since the article was published, an estimated
40–50 travellers have stopped in specifically because they read about us. It’s been wonderful welcoming so many
new faces to town. We’re also thrilled to share that Farm Weekly will be featuring the store in an upcoming edition,
further highlighting the positive impact of community‑led recycling and reuse.
As part of our ongoing commitment to reducing waste, the Op Shop will soon be installing a sea container to
support the collection of textiles for recycling. These materials will be processed through the Perth Community
Clothing Recycling Wholesaler (PCCRW), helping us divert even more resources from landfill.
 

Celebrating 20 Years of Community Impact
In 2026, the Goomalling Community Op Shop will celebrate 20 years of service—two decades of keeping usable
goods out of landfill and reinvesting profits back into the community. We’ll be marking this milestone later in the
year, but our volunteers have already pledged an extraordinary $20,000 birthday gift to initiatives, including:

$5,000 to the Goomalling Gym
$5,000 to the Goomalling Men’s Shed
$10,000 towards the development of the skatepark/youth space

This generosity reflects the true heart of the Op Shop: community supporting community, bringing the total
reinvested back into local initiatives to an impressive $150,000.
 

Activate Goomalling Round 9 Grants
Through the Op Shop’s Activate Goomalling grants program, Round 9 has provided further support to local
organisations:

Goomalling Men’s Shed – $2,000 for storage equipment
Goomalling St John Ambulance – $1,207.23 for essential equipment
Goomalling Farmers Club – $2,000 for a laptop and software for administrative needs
Goomalling Community Resource Centre – $2,000 for an event planned for October

 

Goomalling Community Op Shop

Shines in Statewide Media and

Continues Giving Back

These grants continue the Op
Shop’s long tradition of reinvesting
proceeds into projects that
strengthen and enrich our
community.
 

The Goomalling Community Op
Shop extends a heartfelt thank‑you
to our volunteers, donors,
customers, and the wider
community. Your support ensures
that this small but mighty
organisation continues to make a
big difference — environmentally,
socially, and locally.

Photo of past Recipient: Goomalling Cricket Club





Apply now for Transgrid’s
Community Partnerships

Program – grants up to $5,000
for not-for-profit organisations.

Need funding for your
community initiative? Apply

today for our community grant
and bring your project to life.



Sometimes, volunteering as an
Ambulance Officer means you get the
best seat in the house at home games
during footy season. 🏉
We’ve heard on the grapevine that it’s
one of the best perks of volunteering—
according to Mr Laird himself! As a FIFO
worker and a parent of both a young
child and teenagers, Lairdy isn’t always
available for callouts. But he’s
consistently there at training and is
always willing to step up for game days
and other events throughout the year.
For that, we are incredibly grateful.
Happy Birthday, Lairdy!! 🎊🎂🎉
💚💚💚💚

Want to volunteer like Lairdy?
Visit
stjohnwa.com.au/changelives/volunteer
#Goomalling #Bolgart #StJohnWA
#ChangeLives



As Summer comes to an end, an Autmn is arriving we hope you have enjoyed gardening
variety.

Please come down when free and get what is left of the summer crops 
Tomatoes 
Cucumbers
 Zucchini
Rockmelon
Pumpkins
Pomegranate

Also, the herbs
Basil
Chives
Mint
Garlic
Flat leaf parsley

A Big THANKYOU 
The community Garden would like to give a huge thankyou to the Shire for their ongoing
support. 
Ray Bear also thank you for donating the IBC Bases.
Annemarie Jensen for volunteering.
Dowerin Work Camp for their ongoing Assistance.
Goomalling Community members who help with planting.
Goomalling Community members who help with donations for compost and watering

The Community Garden hopes everyone has had
an amazing Easter breakfast with their families,
family is what you make it, and we are blessed
to be part of an amazing community. 
Garden quotes celebrate the therapeutic,
artistic and patient nature of cultivating land,
often highlighting the connection between
nurturing plants and nurturing the soul.
This is part of the reason why we as Community
Garden take the joy in bringing the town a
collection of curated quotes:

“To Plant a Garden is to believe in tomorrow.”
Audrey Hepburn



ATO Masterclass:
Supporting small businesses

Scan the QR code to register or find out more

Each session will focus on key topics that matter
most to business owners, including:
• Essentials to strengthen your small business: How
to set yourself up for success – 12 May
• Starting a small business – 19 May
• Record keeping – 29 May
• Cash flow for small business success – 2 June
• Tax time essentials: Claiming deductions for your
home-based business – 9 June
• Tax time essentials: Claiming small business tax
deductions – 16 June
• Tax time essentials: How to successfully report,
pay & lodge correctly – 23 June

The ATO’s online resource, Essentials to Strengthen Your Small Business, offers free, professional courses designed to
help small businesses build knowledge in tax, superannuation, and business management.

Training for small business success
Looking to improve your skills or have a question on business planning, finances, record keeping, or
registrations? Want to know how to successfully meet your tax obligations? Or simply want to understand
what’s required to start a small business?

Essentials to strengthen your small business is a free online learning platform offering over 30 short
courses on topics such as record keeping, cash flow, deductions, GST, superannuation, and more. To
complement these resources, the ATO is hosting a free Masterclass series throughout May and June to
help you understand the essentials of running a successful business.

Register for the free session ‘How to set yourself up for success’ on 12 May from 12:00 to
1:00pm AES







We kindly request that bookings are made for people requiring
blood tests at the hospital.

Please call the Hospital on 9629 0100 Monday – Thursday
during office hours to make your appointment. 

BLOOD TEST REQUESTSBLOOD TEST REQUESTSBLOOD TEST REQUESTS
GOOMALLING HEALTH SERVICE

 When attending your appointment please ensure you have your pathology
form with you.

Fasting blood tests are taken between 6:00am and 7:00 am
 Monday to Thursday

 
Non fasting blood tests are taken between 2.15pm and 3.00pm

 Monday to Thursday

Bookings are essentialBookings are essential  Bookings are essential 





Australia's Biggest
Morning Tea is a
community event
that raises vital funds
to make a big
difference for those
impacted by cancer.

Scan the QR
code to learn

more



Meetings every Tuesday afternoon at 1pm - except when on excursions



What a fantastic morning at our
school holiday activity session! ☀️
🎨 The kids had an amazing time

getting creative with diamond
painting and enjoying a range of
fun activities. It was so wonderful

to see so many smiling faces,
creativity flowing, and friendships

growing.
A big thank you to everyone who
came along and made it such a

special morning — your energy and
enthusiasm made all the difference!

🙌✨

We’re already looking forward to
doing it all again… bring on the next

school holidays!





The Homestead Markets Goomalling
🌿✨ The Homestead Markets are back! ✨🌿

Spend a beautiful autumn morning with us on Saturday, 2nd May 2026 from 9AM – 1PM at the stunning Slater
Homestead, Goomalling. With its charming heritage buildings, shady trees and relaxed country atmosphere, it’s the

perfect setting to slow down, wander through the stalls and soak up the community spirit.
There’ll be something for everyone:

✨ Free children’s entertainment – little ones can create a special take-home gift for Mum
☕ Fresh coffee from the coffee van
🌭 A classic sausage sizzle
🌸 Gorgeous blooms

🛍️ A wonderful variety of stalls to browse
Catch up with friends, support local, and enjoy a relaxed morning in one of Goomalling’s most beautiful locations.

We can’t wait to see you there! 💛





We are working on creating a beautiful nature play area for our
little Gumnuts to explore, climb, balance and connect with the

outdoors. To help bring this space to life, we are hoping our
wonderful community might be able to assist with a few

materials like
• Boulders       • Logs or a large tree trunk           • Pipe

• Mulch or sand  • Bordering / underlay           • Timber suitable
for a small bridge or boardwalk

• Plants – especially grasses and native plants
Once we have gathered materials, we also hope to organise a

Busy Bee to help prepare the area and lay everything.





Mortlock Winter Sports 
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Save the Date You’re Invited





Goomalling
Ladies Hockey

Club



GOOMALLING GOLF CLUB

A big shout out to our
wonderful local

supporters at Goomalling
Pharmacy.

 Thanks to their generous
sponsorship, we now have

two club golf carts
available for hire at

Goomalling Golf Club!

Carts are $20 per hire,
payable at the Captain’s

Room.

Let’s continue to support
the businesses that

support our club.

⛳️ 2026 SEASON OPENER | WE’RE OFF!
What a fantastic way to kick off the season yesterday at the beautiful Araluen Estate🌷

A big thank you to our generous sponsors of the day, Lyndon Bird & Chris Schell — we appreciate
your support in getting the season underway 💚

🏆 Winners: Dave Thorne & Regan Cake
🥈 Runners-Up: Adrian Rebane & Chris



                  Our services include:
 

 Residential & Commercial Maintenance 

 New homes & renovations

 Water filtration & softeners 

 Hot water systems 

 Heat Pumps

 Annual Backflow Device Testing & servicing 

 Drain Jetting & camera available for blocked drains

Contact Guy for reliable plumbing solutions on 0498 130 708 or admin@wulffplumbing.com

WHEATBELT WADO KARATE CLUB

We’re excited to be back on the mats this Tuesday as we
start Term 2 — and we’re coming in strong!
We’re also honoured to have Sensei Perrin joining us for a
special presentation at 5pm, as well as helping out with
training on the night. It’s a fantastic opportunity for all
students to learn, be inspired, and continue developing
their skills.
Make sure you’re there, ready to train and start the term
the right way!






